Introduction to Criminal
Justice

Prof. Karen Meunier

The Criminal Justice System is composed
of three components:
— Law enforcement agencies

— Courts

— Corrections - prison, probation, parole

What defines the:

CRIMINAL JUSTICE SYSTEM
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Law Enforcement Agencies:

* Local
*+ State independent but interdependent
¢ Federal .~

v Police

¥ Courts

v Carrections




10/19/2012

Figure 1.2 Discretion In the Criminal Justice System

Crimmal justice officials must make decisions every day concerning their
duties. The officials listed below, whether they operate on a local, state,
ot federal level, rely heavily on discretion when meeting the following
responsibilities
Police Judges
. The f Iaiinaliisg ./ Enforce laws ./ set conditions for pretrial release
1e formal criminal justice / Investigate specific cimes o/ Accept pleas
process ./ Search people or buildings ./ Dsmiss charges
® Functions as an assembly-line - ./ Amest or detain people ./ Impose sertences
>>>at times a bottleneck asserubly line Prosecutors Correctlonal Officlals
s " b o . File charges against suspects ./ Assign convicts to prison or jail
* The informal criminal justice process v 8
maECEp brought tothem by the police ./ Punish prisone rs who misbehave
— ; ./ Drop cases ./ Reward prisoners who
./ Reduce charges behave well

Government powers are shared by national
(federal) governmentand the state government

/" Large-scale ™\ /" Federallaws ™\
problems / Al
| and { individual laws,  —
 umbrellarules . statutes,and )
k. g es/ . traditions -

The U.S. Constitution
requires the processing
criminal justice cases be
conducted with fairness
and equity; this
requirement is referred
to as due process, which,
simply put, means
procedural fairness.

Due process
recogmizesthe
individual rights of
criminaldefendants
facing prosecution by
a state or the federal

governiment.




Crime control modelisa criminal justice
perspective thatemphasizesef(ficientarrest &
convictionof criminal offenders.

-

Apprhension Conviction

Back for
mone

The Criminal |ustive System is obliged to enforve accepted
standards of conductto "potect individuals and the
community,”

« Canrol * Provent = Provide
« Lrime sLnmie and
« Maintain
ustioy

Bill of Rights
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Local Law
Enforcement

State Police h

Highway Patrol

Flre Marshalls

Wwildlife Wardens

Department of
Homeland Security

Federal Bureay
of Investigations

Drug Enforcement
Admirstration

Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
Firearms, and Explosives




* The Consensus Model

— Assumesthat a diverse group of people have
similar morals and share an ideal of what is
“right” and “wrong.”

— Crime are acts that violate this shared value
system and are deemed harmful to society.

* How are acts defined as a crime?
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« The Conflict Model

— Assumes that society is so diverse that
members do not share moral attitudes.

— The most politically powerful members
of society have the most influence on
criminal law and impose their value
system on the community.

* Anyaction punishable under criminal statues —

— What is deviance — behavior that is recognized as
violating rules and norms of society.

Tules -customs and
~ habits

an act that is considered to be a form of deviance.

e o oy (T | —‘
through moral values i d e
— Drivingand drinking laws
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On June 26, 2008, the Supreme
Court madea landmarkruling
upholding the right of individuals to
beararms for huntingand forself-
defense.

The NRA argues that the Second
Amendmentof the US
Constitution guarantees individuals
the right o vwh and earry

guns. They are concerned that
federal reguiations will conunie o
mcrease it owning 4 handgun
will e difficadt o achieve,
Infringsng oi thei Constitutional
sights They also angue that il jaw-
abidiny citizers have gurs, they are
safes from epimimaly, banging crime
Tates down

g

The Brady Centes, on the ather land, arguus that
the Second Amenchment of the LS Constitution
does nat guarantee individials the right to own
and carry gurs. Further, they argue that when
mare peoge have gins, deaths and injunies from
Qs Increase

* Violentcrimes.............

* Property crimes..........
« Public order crimes....
+ White collar-crimes...
* Organized crime........

* High-tech crime.........

Assault

Burglary

Public drunkenness
Prostitution

Illicit drug use

Theft of proprietary date
Sabotage

Fraud

Embezzlement
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http://www.msnbe msn.com/id/45819570/ns/us_news-life/t/new-laws-

toughen-rules-abortions-immigrants-voters/# UDIUig X Yipe

ABOUT 40,000 NEW STATE LAWS TO TAKE
EFFECT AT THE START OF THE NEW YEAR

Q Crime isanaction thatis
punishable under criminal
law as defined by a society.

0 Considered an offense
against society asa whole,
not against the victim.

O Punishable by statutorily
determined sanctions that
bring about a loss of
personal freedom.




